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2o The fate of the Bulgarien Church aad the spirituel guidance of the people 1
25X1 were in the hands of the clergymen[ | In the years bebween 1944 25X
and 1950, during the course of which the Communist Party gradually assumed
complete control and dominsnce of the govermment, these leaders were placed
under varying degrees of pressure intended to transform the Church into &
subservient tool of Communism, Soviet-style, To this pressure, the clergyw
men responded in the following manier:

2, Metropoliten Stefen, sbout 65, one of the oldest and most prominent
menbors of the Holy Synod was "ordersd” to negotiete the establishment
of an independent Bulgarian Exarchate, of whick he wes made the nominal
head. He acted under pressure in the hope of saving the Church ron
further Communist interference, By 1947 some members of the Holy Syaoed
had become Communist fellow-travelers and the nes Txarch, Stefan, was
forced to submit his resignation. He was relieved of his rank and wae
promptly exiled to & smell monmastory at Karlovski Bani where he Nnow
resides in oblivion,

b, llebropolitan Kiril, age about 60, was accorded the fate of & ™hrus
Christian martyr,” In September 1944, he was arrested and subjected
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to infamous treatment. Eventually he was rclessed and returned to his
diocese in Plovdiv, where he resides at the present time. lils abti-
tude toward the Communist regimo wes snd conbinues to be comsisteantly

negative.

e
&

Metropolitan Boris, & venerable member of the Iloly Synod end staunch
anti-Comunist was brutally murdered by a renegade priest, in November
1947, at the village of Kolerevo. Ihe circumstances of this crime
revenl pleinly thet the act wos premedisted and corefully pleonned

+o eliminete & major obstacle toward the implementation of the
Communist schenes. The incidert wes hushed up and the murderer was
shortly rcleased from prison, The diccese is now without a leader.

The attitude of the Commumist regime toward the minor ¢lerics of the
Orthedox Church was equaelly ruthless. Clergymen Were imgrisoned, beaten
ond humil iated without provoestior. They Were sent to labor camps without
vegard to the sanctity of their ranks and in flegrent violetion of the
existing Church laws end regulations, Archimandrite Iosif Dikov wes
arrested in Scpbeamber 1944 in Sofia snd was brutally beaten snd tortured.
Several monthe later he was rcleased without being told why he had been
detained., Iriste Bahchevanski, priest of Borets village in the Flovdiv
district wag callised out to administer the last communion and, instead,
was stebbed to death by e group of Commmists. Nirona Hranov, & priest
feom Gorne Dehumaye wes sent Lo the lebor camp et Pernik in Vecambor 1944,

Comnunist policy toward the sconordic indepaendence of the Church wes
first rede evident in 1947 when tke stete subsidy of 400 million levas
was cut in half. The followiny yeer the subsidy was abolished completely
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snd the Church proporties were incorporated into collective farms. 4t
+he same time, mass visits to monesteries by the people were prohibited
{which in the past had yielded & considerable revenuc in the form of gifts
and dorationg) and the income of the Church was restricted to the ssle of
candloe, It is obvious that the Church is no longer able to support it~
5elf econcmically and that in order to exist it must depend on the pgood
will of the govermment, which was the final objective of the regime in
subjugeting and comtrolling it.

Theologicel schools and institutess

#e The Theological Faculty is an imposing four-story building, located
6% No. 19 Sveta Nedelyn Square, Sofia. The dezu of the faculty and
the lecturs roomms were on the first two floora; the third and fouwrth
floors consisted of dormitories, dining-roomsz anrd administrative
offices. The uilding of the Theologicel Faculty was exproprieted
by the govermuent and is now used as Headquarters of the Communist-
front orgenization, Septemvriiche.

P Sofis Theological Seminary is located in the scutheastern end of
Boris Park. With the advent of the presont regime, this property
was expropriated and is now used as & club of the Soviet-Bulgarian
Societys ’

©s  Frovdiv Theological Seminary, was slso expropriated snd now housos
2 Armored Brigade,

d, Pastoras)l Theolopgical Institute is lecated not far from llezdra. It
has the singular distinction ¢f being the only theclogical school
not yet molested by the regime.

In the pre-~Commmist era the term of the Theologicsl Seminaries was f'ive
vears; students were permitted to register after completion of the Pro-
gymrasium (7th elencutary grade), snd upon gradustion they becume cligible
to become priests or to pursue advanced studies in the Theological Faculty.
The policy of the presemt regime is to change the existing system in the
following manners The course of tho seminaries is to be reduced to three
years and students are to become eligiltle after gradwation from the normel
synnasium, i,e. after they have become thoroughly indectrinated with the
teachings of Stalin snd Lenin. The question of changing the entire system
to Comunist demands is on the egenda of the Holy Synod now snd constitutes
one of the major problems concerning the future of the Orthodex Church in
Bulpgarie.

Approved For Release 2006/02/10 : CIA-RDP82-00457R007100760011-2



